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Trisha Brown’s 
“Homemade” 

Understanding the dynamic nature of  performance is  

integral  to  i ts  preservat ion



 Performances are always transforming and reinvent ing 

themselves through the interact ions that  create them



Each one is  a  unique manifestat ion or  expression and no 

two are ident ical



What makes 
performance archives 

different ?



Ephemerality
“Performance’s life is only in the 

present. 

Performance cannot be saved, 

recorded, documented, or otherwise 

participate in the circulation of 

representations of representations: 

once it does so it becomes something 

other than performance.” 

From Peggy Phelan’s “Unmarked: The 

Politics of Performance” 



Diversity of  
archival  
material  

photographs

v ideo and sound 

record ings

performance logs

notat ion scores

art i facts  



Reproducing  
ephemeral 
performances



Resistance to 
Standardization



Lack of 
Conceptual 

Models
European Network  of  Informat ion Centres  

for  Performing Arts  (ENICPA)

Internat ional  Associat ion of  L ibrar ies  

Museums,  Arch ives  and Documentat ion 

Centres  of  the Performing Arts  (S IBMAS)

Spanish  Theatre  Documentat ion Centre

Dig i ta l  Theatre  

Dig i ta l  Dance Arch ives  



Internship at a 
Performance 

Archive



The Trisha Brown 
Archive in NY



Expectations and 
experiences



What I  learned



Some solutions to 
documenting & 

archiving performance 
that I found



Conceptual
Tr i sha Brown Dance Company ’s  

“k inet ic  ora l  h i s tory  pro ject”

Merce Cunningham’s  Dance Capsu les  



Technical
Mot ion capture technology 

3D Model ing 



Practical
"The miss ion of  the 

Performing Arts  sect ion i s  to  

encourage the exchange of  

informat ion on h is tor ica l  and 

contemporary  documentat ion 

of  mus ic ,  dance,  theater ,  

mot ion p ictures  and other  

performance media.”  



Some final  questions 
about performance 

archives



T H A N K S !  
 

M E N E S E C A @ G M A I L . C O M


